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^ A Message from the Superintendent 

One of tlie major objectives of edacation is to develop a student's prjde 
in his personal worth and pride in his background. This means.teaching every 
Student to understand and^ appreciate not only himself, but others also. The 
diversity of American society, the immediacy of worldwide communication, 
and the mobility of people emphasize the significance of this important task. 
This involves making the classroom a virtual learning laboratory for cultural 

t exthange. ^ ^ ^ 

With this goal in mind, the members of the Commission on Revision of. 

/the Social Studies have* worked arduously to produce this unique and chal- 
lenging Curriculum Guide fot use in the secdmiary ^schools. However, the' 
goal will be, achieved only to the degree that teachers use their creative 
energies in translating these materials into meaningful learning experiences 
for their students. 

The study of world cultures, past and present', is the study of people, 
their simOarities and their differences. All human beings have the same basic 
needs. The diverse ways they act to satisfy those needs make social studies a 
vitally interesting area of inquiry. 

'\ All social studies teachers should iitili^e this educational tool to its full- 
est. Their knowledge and skill in providing a rich variety of resources, both 
human and material, wOl greatly enhance the opportunity for students to 
broaden their understanding of otlier people and to deepen their understand- 
ing of themselves. 

Roland N. Patterson 
Superintendent, Public Iristriiction'^ 
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Foreword ' * ^ 

The materials conjained in this World Cultures Guide represent the cul- 
mination of the work of the former Commission on Revision of the Social 
^ Studies. These materials hav^ been piloted in six secondary schools (Lom- 
bard Junior High, Herring Run Junior High, Northern Parkway Junior High, 
Booker T. Washington.- Junior High, cKerry Hill Junior High, and Western 
Senior High) in order to determine their applicability and suitability for 
secondary students. The results of our piloting proved to be enormously 
successful in delineating areas of the Guide that required modification.^ 

The revisions that are included herein represent the work during a sum- 
mer of Mrs. Betty Hines, teacher at Herring Run Junior High School, and 
Francis Wolff, teacher at Northern Parkway Junior High School. The Guide 
has been enhanced and strengthened by their work. 

The World Cultures Guide has an anthropological focus. Ample oppor- 
tunity is provided students to study perception, disparate societies (viz., 
Africa,. Asi^, etc.), and the similarities and dissimilarities that exist among 
societies. 

The instructional episodes contained in this Guide should prove valuable 
to teachers in achieving excellence, excitement, and pertinence for all stu- 
. dents. 

Samuel L. Banks 

Former Director of the (Commission 
X on Revisibnhf the Social Studies 

Coordinator of Social Studies 

AprQ 1975 • - 
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